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Growing up in Detroit the oldest of seven
children, Bil was enthralled with the harp—
its rich, soothing sound and its stylish
players. But her own musical aspirations
would have to wait.

After moving to Tacoma in 1951, Bil
became active in politics and public
service. She was the first executive
director for Planned Parenthood in Pierce County. She served as
special assistant to the County Executive, was elected to the
Tacoma City Council in 1999, and served as Deputy Mayor. She led
the fight against housing discrimination as a board member of the
NAACP and served on the TPU board for a decade.

When Bil finally retired, she resolved to grow roses—and learn to
play the harp. Her teacher was Pat Wooster, a Symphony Tacoma
musician and now her colleague on the Board.



